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SUMMARY
The UN General Assembly adopted the Convention on the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities in 2006 to protect the rights and dignity of people with men-
tal and/or physical disabilities.  Its articles include protection for the rights 
to education, justice, and accessibility to facilities and services, 
among others.

This convention expanded and formalized the Declaration on the Rights of 
Disabled Persons of 1975. It furthers the understanding that people with 
disabilities are not to be considered the responsibility of charity or social 
welfare, but rather that people with disabilities are individuals with agency.  
The document also acknowledges that although people with disabilities are 
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Article 1 - Purpose 
The purpose of the present Convention is to promote, protect and ensure the full and equal enjoyment of all hu-
man rights and fundamental freedoms by all persons with disabilities, and to promote respect for their inherent 
dignity. 

Persons with disabilities include those who have long-term physical, mental, intellectual or sensory impair-
ments which in interaction with various barriers may hinder their full and effective participation in society on 
an equal basis with others. [...]

Article 3 - General principles 
The principles of the present Convention shall be: 

(a) Respect for inherent dignity, individual autonomy including the freedom to make one’s own choices, and 
independence of persons; 
(b) Non-discrimination; 
(c) Full and effective participation and inclusion in society; 
(d) Respect for difference and acceptance of persons with disabilities as part of human diversity and human-
ity; 
(e) Equality of opportunity; 
(f) Accessibility; 
(g) Equality between men and women; 
(h) Respect for the evolving capacities of children with disabilities and respect for the right of children with 
disabilities to preserve their identities. 
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included in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, they still experience discrimination in many aspects 
of their lives.

SOURCE
“Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities,” United Nations Office of the High Commissioner 
for Human Rights, https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRPD/Pages/ConventionRightsPersonsWith-
Disabilities.aspx.
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Article 4 - General obligations 
1.	 States Parties undertake to ensure and promote the full realization of all human rights and fundamental 

freedoms for all persons with disabilities without discrimination of any kind on the basis of disability. […]
2.	 With regard to economic, social and cultural rights, each State Party undertakes to take measures to the max-

imum of its available resources and, where needed, within the framework of international cooperation, with 
a view to achieving progressively the full realization of these rights, without prejudice to those obligations 
contained in the present Convention that are immediately applicable according to international law. […]

Article 5 - Equality and non-discrimination 
1.	 States Parties recognize that all persons are equal before and under the law and are entitled without any 

discrimination to the equal protection and equal benefit of the law. 
2.	 States Parties shall prohibit all discrimination on the basis of disability and guarantee to persons with dis-

abilities equal and effective legal protection against discrimination on all grounds.
3.	 In order to promote equality and eliminate discrimination, States Parties shall take all appropriate steps to 

ensure that reasonable accommodation is provided. […]

Article 6 - Women with disabilities 
1.	 States Parties recognize that women and girls with disabilities are subject to multiple discrimination, and 

in this regard shall take measures to ensure the full and equal enjoyment by them of all human rights and 
fundamental freedoms. […]

Article 7 - Children with disabilities
1.	 States Parties shall take all necessary measures to ensure the full enjoyment by children with disabilities of 

all human rights and fundamental freedoms on an equal basis with other children. 
2.	 In all actions concerning children with disabilities, the best interests of the child shall be a primary consid-

eration.  […]

Article 8 - Awareness-raising 
1.	 States Parties undertake to adopt immediate, effective and appropriate measures: 

(a) To raise awareness throughout society, including at the family level, regarding persons with disabilities, 
and to foster respect for the rights and dignity of persons with disabilities; 
(b) To combat stereotypes, prejudices and harmful practices relating to persons with disabilities, including 
those based on sex and age, in all areas of life; 
(c) To promote awareness of the capabilities and contributions of persons with disabilities.

2.	 Measures to this end include: 
(a) Initiating and maintaining effective public awareness campaigns designed: 

(i) To nurture receptiveness to the rights of persons with disabilities; 
(ii) To promote positive perceptions and greater social awareness towards persons with disabilities;
(iii) To promote recognition of the skills, merits and abilities of persons with disabilities, and of their 
contributions to the workplace and the labour market; 

(b) Fostering at all levels of the education system, including in all children from an early age, an attitude of 
respect for the rights of persons with disabilities;
(c) Encouraging all organs of the media to portray persons with disabilities in a manner consistent with the 
purpose of the present Convention; 
(d) Promoting awareness-training programmes regarding persons with disabilities and the rights of per-
sons with disabilities. 

Article 9 – Accessibility
1.	 To enable persons with disabilities to live independently and participate fully in all aspects of life, States 

Parties shall take appropriate measures to ensure to persons with disabilities access, on an equal basis with 
others, to the physical environment, to transportation, to information and communications, including infor-
mation and communications technologies and systems, and to other facilities and services open or provided 
to the public, both in urban and in rural areas. […]
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Article 10 - Right to life 
States Parties reaffirm that every human being has the inherent right to life and shall take all necessary measures 
to ensure its effective enjoyment by persons with disabilities on an equal basis with others.  [...]

Article 12 - Equal recognition before the law 
1.	 States Parties reaffirm that persons with disabilities have the right to recognition everywhere as persons 

before the law. […]

Article 13 - Access to justice 
1.	 States Parties shall ensure effective access to justice for persons with disabilities on an equal basis with oth-

ers, including through the provision of procedural and age-appropriate accommodations, in order to facil-
itate their effective role as direct and indirect participants, including as witnesses, in all legal proceedings, 
including at investigative and other preliminary stages. […]

Article 14 - Liberty and security of the person 
1.	 States Parties shall ensure that persons with disabilities, on an equal basis with others:

(a) Enjoy the right to liberty and security of person; 
(b) Are not deprived of their liberty unlawfully or arbitrarily, and that any deprivation of liberty is in con-
formity with the law, and that the existence of a disability shall in no case justify a deprivation of liberty. […]

Article 15 - Freedom from torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment 
1.	 No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. In partic-

ular, no one shall be subjected without his or her free consent to medical or scientific experimentation. […]

Article 16 - Freedom from exploitation, violence and abuse 
1.	 States Parties shall take all appropriate legislative, administrative, social, educational and other measures to 

protect persons with disabilities, both within and outside the home, from all forms of exploitation, violence 
and abuse, including their gender-based aspects. 

2.	 States Parties shall also take all appropriate measures to prevent all forms of exploitation, violence and abuse 
by ensuring, inter alia, appropriate forms of gender- and age-sensitive assistance and support for persons 
with disabilities and their families and caregivers, including through the provision of information and ed-
ucation on how to avoid, recognize and report instances of exploitation, violence and abuse. States Parties 
shall ensure that protection services are age-, gender- and disability-sensitive. […]

Article 17 - Protecting the integrity of the person 
Every person with disabilities has a right to respect for his or her physical and mental integrity on an equal basis 
with others.  [...]

Article 19 - Living independently and being included in the community 
States Parties to this Convention recognize the equal right of all persons with disabilities to live in the commu-
nity, with choices equal to others, and shall take effective and appropriate measures to facilitate full enjoyment 
by persons with disabilities of this right and their full inclusion and participation in the community, including 
by ensuring that: 

(a) Persons with disabilities have the opportunity to choose their place of residence and where and with 
whom they live on an equal basis with others and are not obliged to live in a particular living arrangement; 
(b) Persons with disabilities have access to a range of in-home, residential and other community support 
services, including personal assistance necessary to support living and inclusion in the community, and to 
prevent isolation or segregation from the community; 
(c) Community services and facilities for the general population are available on an equal basis to persons 
with disabilities and are responsive to their needs. [...]

Article 21 - Freedom of expression and opinion, and access to information
States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that persons with disabilities can exercise the right to 
freedom of expression and opinion, including the freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas on 
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an equal basis with others and through all forms of communication of their choice, […]

Article 22 - Respect for privacy 
1. No person with disabilities, regardless of place of residence or living arrangements, shall be subjected to ar-
bitrary or unlawful interference with his or her privacy, family, or correspondence or other types of communi-
cation or to unlawful attacks on his or her honour and reputation. Persons with disabilities have the right to the 
protection of the law against such interference or attacks. […]

Article 24 - Education 
1.	 States Parties recognize the right of persons with disabilities to education. With a view to realizing this right 

without discrimination and on the basis of equal opportunity, States Parties shall ensure an inclusive educa-
tion system at all levels and life long learning directed to:

(a) The full development of human potential and sense of dignity and self-worth, and the strengthening of 
respect for human rights, fundamental freedoms and human diversity; 
(b) The development by persons with disabilities of their personality, talents and creativity, as well as their 
mental and physical abilities, to their fullest potential; 
(c) Enabling persons with disabilities to participate effectively in a free society. […]

Article 25 - Health 
States Parties recognize that persons with disabilities have the right to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of health without discrimination on the basis of disability. […]

Article 26 - Habilitation and rehabilitation 
1.	 States Parties shall take effective and appropriate measures, including through peer support, to enable per-

sons with disabilities to attain and maintain maximum independence, full physical, mental, social and voca-
tional ability, and full inclusion and participation in all aspects of life. […]

Article 27 - Work and employment 
1.	 States Parties recognize the right of persons with disabilities to work, on an equal basis with others; this in-

cludes the right to the opportunity to gain a living by work freely chosen or accepted in a labour market and 
work environment that is open, inclusive and accessible to persons with disabilities. […] 

Article 28 - Adequate standard of living and social protection 
1.	 States Parties recognize the right of persons with disabilities to an adequate standard of living for themselves 

and their families, including adequate food, clothing and housing, and to the continuous improvement of 
living conditions, and shall take appropriate steps to safeguard and promote the realization of this right 
without discrimination on the basis of disability. […]

Article 29 - Participation in political and public life
States Parties shall guarantee to persons with disabilities political rights and the opportunity to enjoy them on 
an equal basis with others, […]

Article 30 - Participation in cultural life, recreation, leisure and sport 
1.	 States Parties recognize the right of persons with disabilities to take part on an equal basis with others in 

cultural life, and shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that persons with disabilities: 
(a) Enjoy access to cultural materials in accessible formats; 
(b) Enjoy access to television programmes, films, theatre and other cultural activities, in accessible formats; 
(c) Enjoy access to places for cultural performances or services, such as theatres, museums, cinemas, librar-
ies and tourism services, and, as far as possible, enjoy access to monuments and sites of national cultural 
importance. […]




