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W H O  W E  A R E
Woven Teaching aims to alleviate pressure put on educators by providing them with training and 
curriculum, as well as dynamic information and resources. We offer comprehensive historical 
information, unit planning, age-appropriate lesson plans, effective communication strategies, and in-
person workshops.

We are educators dedicated to supporting classroom teachers with best practices, comprehensive 
knowledge and the inclusion of human rights, social responsibility, and global citizenship in the 
curriculum in order to create a generation of citizens equipped to stand against hatred, bigotry, and 
extremism.

Woven Teaching envisions a world in which every student’s education includes:

C O N T A C T

Do you have feedback on this lesson or want to share how you implemented 
it in your classroom? We’d love to hear from you! 

Please take our short evaluation at bit.ly/WT-eval or scan the QR code to the 
left.

• A sense of historical perspective;
• The development of critical thinking skills;
• A feeling of global citizenship;
• The ability to spot bigotry, the understanding of its 

negative effects on both individuals and society, and 
the analytical tools to combat it.
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I N T R O D U C T I O N
The Haitian Revolution (1791-1804) shocked the world. According 
to historian Laurent Dubois, the Haitian Revolution is “the most 
radical (and therefore one of the most important) assertions 
of the right to have rights in human history.”1  It was the only 
successful, large-scale slave uprising in history, and led to the 
total abolition of slavery in the French empire. 

The story of the revolution is a story of Black triumph: one in 
which people of color envisioned their freedom and turned that 
vision into reality. Through their struggle, the slaves of Saint-
Domingue overturned hundreds of years of racial oppression and 
demanded the full recognition of their humanity. 

Like other revolutions of the period, the idea of freedom was 
central to Haitian Revolution. Where others only valued freedom 
for some, the revolution in Saint-Domingue valued freedom for 
all men. Women, however, were not granted the same privileges 
and rights in any of the major western revolutions of the period.

The Haitian Revolution is a crucial part of our study of world 
history because it demonstrates how the concept of freedom may 
be interpreted; it provides an early example of “people power;” 
and it demonstrates that no matter how overwhelming the 
oppression, liberation is possible.

1   Laurent Dubois, “Atlantic Freedoms,” Aeon.com, https://aeon.co/essays/why-haiti-
should-be-at-the-centre-of-the-age-of-revolution (accessed August 21, 2019).
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G u i d i n g  Q u e s t i o n s
• Why should students study the Haitian Revolution?

• How did different nations envision freedom?

• How does the Haitian Revolution compare to other revolutions of the late 18th century, including 
the French and American revolutions?

• What made this revolution a success? 

L E A R N I N G  O B J E C T I V E S
Students will:

• Understand the social dynamics of colonial Saint-Domingue and the basic timeline of the 
Haitian Revolution

• Examine and compare/contrast primary source documents from the French and Haitian 
Revolutions

• Consider the meaning of freedom as it applies to different historical events and movements

m a t e r i a l s
• Computer/projector

• Google Slides presentation

C O M M O N  C O R E  S T A N D a r d s
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.6

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.2

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.4

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2

I M A G E  C R E D I T S
• Cover: Jacob Lawrence, The March, 1995 (DC Moore Gallery).

• Pages 7, 13: Auguste Raffet, Attack and take of the Crête-à-Pierrot (4 - march 24, 1802), 1839 
(Wikimedia Commons).

• Page 8: Jacob Lawrence, General Toussaint L’Ouverture, 1986 (DC Moore Gallery).

• Page 9: Agostino Brunias, Free West Indian Dominicans, 1770 (Yale Center for British Art).

• Page 12: Marcus Rainsford, Toussaint Louverture, 1805 (The JCB Library).

• Page 15: Jean-Jacques-François Le Barbier, Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen, 
1789 (Musée Carnavalet).

• Student handouts

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1tgcy-4PPbB3zYbqo1Q1_OpEfrcg8-hKEjnU1uV_68is/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.dcmooregallery.com/exhibitions/jacob-lawrence-the-life-of-toussaint-l-ouverture/selected-works?view=slider#8
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Haitian_Revolution.jpg
http://www.dcmooregallery.com/exhibitions/jacob-lawrence-the-life-of-toussaint-l-ouverture/selected-works?view=slider#6
https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/free-west-indian-dominicans/KwEyqtg3tFPi4w
https://jcb.lunaimaging.com/luna/servlet/detail/JCBBOOKS~1~1~3949~101693:An-historical-account-of-the-black-?qvq=q:rainsford;lc:JCB~1~1,JCBBOOKS~1~1,JCBMAPS~1~1,JCBMAPS~2~2,JCBMAPS~3~3&mi=11&trs=12
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Declaration_of_the_Rights_of_Man_and_of_the_Citizen_in_1789.jpg
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a n t i c i p a t o r y  s e t
As students enter class, project the selection of articles from the Declaration of the Rights of Man and 
Citizen (1789) on the screen. Explain that this document was created during the French Revolution, 
when the people of France overturned the monarchy and established a republic. Students should read 
the articles and answer the following questions:

1. What is freedom?

2. Based on the Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen, who is entitled to freedom? Who 
decides? Are women included? Why or why not?

3. Do these articles oppose or support slavery?

Debrief as a class. Who is included in the declaration? Who is left out? For those who have been left out, 
what options do they have to obtain their freedom?

• Student handouts

ARTICLES (EXCERPTS)
1.  Men are born and remain free and equal in rights. Social distinctions may be 
 founded only upon the general good.

2. The aim of all political association is the preservation of the natural and 
 imprescriptible rights of man. These rights are liberty, property, security, and 
 resistance to oppression. […]
  
4. Liberty consists in the freedom to do everything which injures no one except those 
 which assure to the other members of the society the enjoyment of the same rights. 
 These limits can only be determined by law.

5. Law can only prohibit such actions as are hurtful to society. Nothing may be 
 prevented which is not forbidden by law, and no one may be forced to do anything 
 not provided for by law. […]

17. Since property is an inviolable and sacred right, no one shall be deprived thereof 
 except where public necessity, legally determined, shall clearly demand it, and 
 then only on condition that the owner shall have been previously and equitably 
 indemnified.

Source: “Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen,” Woven Teaching, https://www.woventeaching.org/decl-rts-man-
citizen (accessed August 21, 2019).

https://www.woventeaching.org/decl-rts-man-citizen
https://www.woventeaching.org/decl-rts-man-citizen
https://www.woventeaching.org/decl-rts-man-citizen
https://www.woventeaching.org/decl-rts-man-citizen


END OF PREVIEW
To download the full lesson, please create a free account. 

https://www.sentrylogin.com/sentry/member_signup.asp?Site_ID=23470&Ppl_ID=41188



